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I t  has inCeed been a long t i r ie s lnce our
last  newslet ter !  Perhaps sone of  you
thought that  r {e had disappeared
cornpletely.  Not so,  Ian and Mart ln have
jrrst  t 'een busy worklng on some great new
prograns, answering a host of  let ters,
support ing the old proprar l rs and of
course del lver lng our current t r ied and
true products to exlst ing custoDers and
a regular strean of  new ones.

But now i ts t ine to start  te l l ing yorr
about sone of  thc l tens we have been
worklnF on. Unfortunately there 1s not
space to te l l  ahout the I ITILITIES,
ASSIJ, IBLER V2.O, BASIC 4.0,  or  the
EIIULAToR-DEBUGCER all of which wil l be
announced in a future newslet ter .

p0s

I f  you have asked us about DOS, the
whisper is that  l t  ls  undergolng i ts
destruct lve test ing and the MlcroByte
ref inenent process r : ight  now. More news
Iater. . . .

urelcome heae
l l icroByte now has RAIIKCARD facl l i t les.
We were prornpted to nrake thls nove
because of  the dl f f icul t ies our New
ZealanC custor i lers have with crrrrency
exchange regulat lons.  I t  appears Nerr
Zealand is very reluctant to let  l ts
noney out of  the country through the
neans of  bank draf ts,  however no such
restr ict ion exists r , r i  th Austral ian
Rankcard.

I lovever the usc of  Bankcard for
purchases ls not l in l ted to New Zealand
custoners.  \ f  you wish to use your
Bankcard when you order,  p lease lnclude
your Bankcard number,  expiry date and
sisnature on the order form.

sBc-2650 (ALTAS ETr-6 8 5 )

"The greatest  th ing to happen for tne
2650 since the m9500!"

Ron l ioenig 's Single Board 2650 computcr
on an S-1OO card t ru ly represents the
inject lon of  l i fe that  the ai l ing 2(150
courDunlty requires to restore thelr  lost
lnterest  in the wor lds 'couthestr  8 hi t
n lcroprocessor chlp.  Best of  a l l  the
SBC-2650 phtgs into the 3-100 bus rvhich
wi l l  enable a ' rea1 '  2650 conputer to ' . re
constructed rrs lng other S-100 boards
without your needing to be an expert  at
construct in! !  hardware to do so,

From our polnt  of  v iew as softLrare
vendors,  i t  provides a unique
opportuni ty to establ ish some hroader
hardware and softrvare standards than vas
ever the case prevlously.

Hackers

Lets face i t ,  before the SnC-2650, to te
a 2650 person you had to be a hacker.
The lacl.- of a ready nade cornraerclal. ly
aval1able readl ly expandable conput er
systen using a 2650 dest lned you to do
i t  yoursel f .  You had to bul ld or nodi fy
the avallable hardware to do what yo(l
required your conputer to do. Cal l in8
us 'hackers '  ls  no nore of  an lnsrr l t
than cal l inq a motor lst  who f lxes l - . is
own car,  a mechanlc.  I lor^rever each of  us
hackers did have a unigue indiv idual j ty
about the way we constructed Cl lR
conputer.

Of course sor le aspects of  the design
$rere lnvlolable.  The noni tor  - iust  l ,ad
to be PIPBUG conpat lb le in i ts entry
points unless you nanted to ensure t l 'at
nobody else's prograns would run on vorrr
computer wi thout requlr ing tedlous
nodl f lcat ions.  But wtth 256 ExtenCed
l/O ports to choose between and a do.-en
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dif ferent devices wi th which to
i r ip lenent a port ,  every 2650 owner could
(and did) establ ish a dl f ferent set  of
extended port  convent lons,  none of  thern
conpat i l - . Ie wi th anyone else.  I , Ie
encountered this problen when
inplenent lng ACOS. Sone users had
already used the C and D ports for  their
own pr l rposes, not to nent ion A,CoS I  s
reserved nenory area. And others had to
bu11d a sui table port ;  hardware aga1n.
Then there was the added problern that  an
S-100 or iented system does not conslder
C and D ports.

Ron Koenig has produced a board r^,hlch
r,r i11 at  last  establ ish some standards
for extended Dorts.  The SBC-Z650
contalns a 8225 PPI whlch provldes three
eight bl t  I /O ports.  Tt l ls  port  can be
addressed anywhere in the port  address
s pace, horvever port  C of  the 8225
addressed at  port  32 ls ideal  for  ACOS
and we are uslng l t  for  th is purpose.
IoRTS A and B are aval lable for  other
user purposes.

Of course there are some aspects of  the
SBC-2650 which are not as r{e would 1lke.
As suppl ied the SBC-2650 does not nake
provls ion to lnstal1 ACoS.

sBcos

l loweve r nlth a
nodl  f lcat ions and
yor!  can have al l
ACoS and BINBUG
wonderful  p l  ece
SDC-2650. An

handful  of  board
the new SBCOS EPROII

the del lghts of  both
on thls otherwi se

of hardware the
lnfornat ion shee t

detai l lnp how to instal l  SBCOS on the
SFC-26 50 i  s i  ncluded wl th th is
newslet ter .  An update 2532 EPROM ls
avai lable to reglstered purchasers of
ACoS and PINBUG for 525.00. So i f  the
lack of  ACOS nas deter lng you frolr
purchaslng an SBC-2650, he deterred no
longer.  SBCOS l .s aval lable r ight  now
for the SBc-2650!

EDITOR

The TEXT EDITOR progran L'hich is
suppl icd as part  of  the TEXT PROCISSoR
package is nov avai lable as a product ln
I ts olrn r lght .  I t  ls  an out€lrowth of
the text  edi tor  progran lncluded in the
ASSEITBLER rJI .x,  but  as you would expect
of fers a host of  extra features to make
edi t ing easier.  I  an using i t  at  th ls
noDent to prepare th ls newslet ter  and
trulv could not l ive wl thout i t .

EDIT V2 .0 features:

l luch f , rore extensive in- l inc edi t inf l
funct ions which also operate dur lng
text and conmand input and aIlor,l
character,  word and 1lne or iented
edi t lna.
Abi l l ty  to spl l t  and rnerge l Ines.
Conma no longer required in comnands,
DOS verslon can chaln to assenbler or
text  processor,  and I ,OAD, SAVX and
F.EPLACE exlst lnq f l les.
Reverse delet ion or searchlns r i lav be
s peci f ied .
Case of  let ters nay be lpnored or
checked in searches and changes.
Edl tor  cornmand tree nay be extended.
Upper/ lower case node slr l  tch i  r l
provided.
DELETE nor^r deletes previous
character,  BS permits non-destruct ive
edi t ing.
Edi tor  nacro conlrand sequences mav bc
def lned and executed.
Tighter error checking to rrr( ,vent
buffer over lap.
Default COPY/MERCE buffer pror ided
for movlng or accunulat ing text .
IITAB character nay be expanded for
display even ln X edi t  node.

"The hardest language I
docurnented" -  Mart in

EDIT V?.0 ls aval lable now for S40.
Perouse the lnfomat ion sheet enctoseC
wlth th ls ne\rs let ter  for  more appet i te
rdhett lng de tal l  s .

FORTH

"The easlest  language I  have haC to
lrnplenent"  -  Ian

have cve r

I f  you have been exposed to FoF.TH then
you wi l l  not  need any convincing of  l ts
value as a progranmlng language. I t  ls
incredibly fast  ( for  a high level
language),  del lght fu l ly strncrured ( ln a
dls. jo inted sort  of  way),  and al t lough
alan ingly unfanl l lar  at  f l rst
encounter,  rapldly develops devotees.

FoRTl l  uses Reverse Pol ish l lotat lon (Rf l I )
conslstent ly throughout and evokes the
sane sort  of  react lon as you Drobably
had to your f l rst  RPN calculator,  and
the sal t le sort  of  fanat ic lsn af ter  the
lni t ia l  unfanl l lar i ty has worn of f  and
enthusiasm sets ln.



l ror  exanple :

: nlnlP uEx Do I cn . L00P ;

Defines a f 'ORTtl  word uhlch wi l l  dump the
content-a of  rnenory.  No nlce fornatt lng,
but incredlbly succlnct  and fast ! .

1r 0o O DLll/P

wl l l  dump the area of  rnemory between 0
and 3FF. See how t t  is  a l l  backwards?

FORTII  v l  .0 ls our ln i t ia l  re lease and
contains a fu l l  FORTII-79 standard
conpi ler ,  nnITOP. (vr i t ten in FORTH), and
a set of  demons trat ion rnodules .
Al though FoRTH Vl.0 ls a conpl l lng
langrrage, the current version cannot
produce ninl l l la l  standalone conpl  led
prograns. FOnTl l  v2.0 r{ i l l .  do so,  when
rre r{ to rh out hon to do l t  ourselves.  Our
intent ion ls to wr l te nany of  our
appl icat ions prograns uslng FORTII  to
reduce the t ime inherent in nachine
language f.,rogran development wi thout
sacr l f ic ing the speed penal ty or space
overheaC of DASIC.

FoRTH vl  .0 is not docunented to the sane
higb standard of  our other products,  so
rde are sel l lng i t  at  a lorder pr lce than
is normal for the prograns which have

hundreds of  hours of  progran developnent
and doculJentat lon t lme to be recouped.
Our unashaned lntent ion ls to 8et yorr

hooked on FORTfi  so that  you wi l l  not  be
able to reslraln oursel f  when FORTH V2.0
f lnal ly hl ts the streets and wl l l  rush
out and buy i t .

FORTH Vl .0 ls aval lable ln BINBUG forurat
tape (wJ.thout source codes!)  for  $40, or
on ACoS forrnat tapes and VllS or
MicroByte DoS disk r{1th complete source
codes for 33 5.

The apparent pr lce dlscrepency ls
because RINBUC tapes are a real  drag to
drrrnp and the extra cost  ref lects the
extra t i rne required to do so.

PHOITE IflJ}'BEP.

Up t i1 l  June 1981 VlcroByte had a
telephone nurnber which you could have
rung l f  you real ly wanted to ta lk to us.
I t  was Mart inrs hone phone and al though
i t  l ras never real ly advert lsed as such,
netther did I  ob- iect  i f  you looked up
tbe telephone book and rang ne up to
talk about the 265O or enqulre about
your order.  Af ter  a l l  you were paylng.

I  d id not object  unt i l  the nonth when ny
pald enploynent denanded rny undividcC
attent ion and I  h 'as lnterstate for  a
fortnight.  I t  was dur ing th is month
that ny r . r i  fe recelved several  abuslve
and dor,rrnr ight  of fenslve te lephone cal ls
frorn a MicroByte custoner who becane
irate because f  was not aval lable to
talk to.  She was act lng on ny
lnstruct ions to act  s lnply as a receiver
of name and phone nunber so I cou-l-d
return the cal1,  however th ls cal ler
refrrsed to leave his name so that I
could cal l  h ln back. I  d id what any
reasonable oerson would have done under
the circunstances, I  had our pr ivate

telephone nunber changed to an un1i ! r teC
one to prevent a recurrence of  t l )e
lncldents.  Unfortunately,  th ls act  lon
denled the najor l ty of  our custooers who
are total ly reasonable and share wl th rne
ny anger agalnst  the i r responslble fer . r
who necessi ta led this act lon,  the avenue
to contact  MlcroByte.

At last  r^ 'e have decided to do sonetbing
about i t .  MlcroByte has had l ts o\rn
telephone 1nstal led corxplete rr i th l ts
own telephone anslrer lng nachlne, I ts
nurober is the sane as Mart lnrs prevlous
pr lvate number,  (062) 41-2029. I , le did
try for  4L-265O, but soneone already h a. ' l
that  nurnher,

Cal1 MicroByte on (062) 4l-2O29 any f  i r re
you l ike day or night.  I f  I  an present
I  w111 ansver the phone and talk to 'ou.
I f  I  an not present,  the phone answering
nachlne wi l l  ta l ' -e your nessage and I
wl l l  return your cal l  as soon as
possible.

We hope this r^ ' i11 neet your nceds for
direct  comnunicat ion l r l th us better than
a let ter  can hope to provide.

SLOII DELIVERIES AI.ID AN EXPLAIIATION

Yes, I  must confess that sone orders
have been tardy ln del lvery ln the last
f  era '  xnonths.  l lost  custor lers have been
conmendably to lerant,  (perhaps they have
suffered at  the hands of  worse mai l
order f l rms?) but sol l )e have been
r lghteously and gui te c orrec t1y
indignant that  we have taken six rreeks
or longer to del lver their  order.

l l icroDyte 1s Ian Binnie and Mart in Hood.
Both of  us have ful l  t ine nald
enplo)ment and Mlcronyte is a spare t ine
act iv i ty.  Ian does nost of  the progran
developrnent and tape and EPP,oI1
duol icat lon.  l tar t in wr i tes thc



docunentat ion,  acts as a construc! lve
cr i t lc  about the prograns and f i l ls  the
orders.  Every so of ten our paid
enploynent makes demands upon us whlch
reduce rspare t i r , re r  to alnost nothing
anC regretably y lcroByte has to suf fer .

I f  your order ls a l i t t le s lon ln
coming, LtO coraplaln to us,  l t  nay have
becn over looked or lost ,  but  he nice
about i t .  l le do not delay your order on
purpose, and sometlnes there Just  ls not
even t lme to wr i te and say there wl l l  be
a delay. I' le do our hest and thank you
for your support  when our best ls not as
good as i t  should be.

SUPPORTED USERS

l.te have recelved a nunber of enqrrirles
at'out wt,en Supported Users should renew
their  I  annual  r  subscr lpt lon.

When the concept of a Supported Itser was
f l rst  promoted, correct lons to programs
rrtere eoning 1n thlck and fast and lt was
ant lc ipated that a quarter ly lssue of
the Col lected Program Updates would -Just
nicely keep up h' i th the plethora of
progran correct ions.  I  suppose that we
should all be happy that only two
progran correct lons have occurred in
the Dast twelve nonths. Ijowever lt
hardly seeFs worth whi le to issue a
whole volune of CoLlected Prograrn
Updates for  -Just  t r ro correctLons,
nel ther of  then telng devastat lng 'canrt
possibly 1i .ve wl thr  type problens.

So, rather than ptoduce unnecessary and
ver l /  s lender volunes of  Col lected
Progran Updates,  they wl l l  only be
issrred when there is a worth\dh1le
col lect lon of  errors to be corrected, or
when users ( le.  YOU) provide us wl th a
suff ic ient  col lect lon of  handy hlnts to
nak"e l ts publ icat lon worthwhi le.

Since the charge for belng a Supported
User is pr inclpal ly to cover the cost of
pr int lng and post ing the Col lected
Program Llpdates,  (and they cost very
close to $5.00 per issue to pr int  and
post!) ,  ne wiLl  st lck by our or ig inal
pronise of  four CfU issues for your S20.
A11 Supported User subscr ipt ions wlLl
expire af ter  the fourth Col lected
Progran Updates,  whenever that  happens
to be issued.

As I hinted in the previous paragraph,
the emphasls of  the Col lected PrograF
Updates 1s changlng frorn belng total ly a
vehlc le for  l t lcrol tyte to dlsplay the
dir ty l lnen of  i ts  mlstakes, to a User
Journal whlch lncludes |licroByte Progran
correct lons.  SenC your contr lbut ions,
preferably ln Text Processor -  machine
readable fornat (ACOS, DoS or BINBUC),
to Mart ln l lood, MicroByre,  Po Box 274,
Pelconnen, 2616. Int t ta l ly  we wi l l
pr int  a lmost anything of  lnterest  to
2650 users.  Later rre wl l l  becone nore
select ive.

MicroByte PRICES current lst  June 198?

ACoS v2 .  t t ,  v3.D
ASSEMBLER vl  . l
BASIC vl  .7
BINBUC v3.6,  v4.5,  v5.3,  v5.0
EDITOR v2 .0
FoRTH vl  .0
- BlnbuP version
SBCOS
SOURCE CENERATCR v3.1
TEXT PROCESSOR vl .0
-  DOS verslon

SUPPORTED USER regl stratlon

Postage and Packing
Surface na 11. trrlthin Australla
Atnoal l  -  Austral la,  ?,one L & 2

- Anywhere else

s60
$ 4s
$3s
$40
s 35
c 1q

s4c
$7s
$45
$7s
$100

s20

( ,

$5
$10

Note Programs are sold as complete
packages and CAIIN0T be supplled in
part  only at  a dlscount.

!,le cannot proSran user supplled
EPROMS since we cannot guarantee
thelr  condi t ion when received ! : tv

A11 pr ices and terns are subJect to
chanqe without not ic e.


